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SENATE BILL 1239, CHAPTER 662, STATUTES OF 2018.

This act shall not become operative until the Secretary of State certifies an online filing and 
disclosure system pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 84602 of the 

Government Code.*

*Note: Some of the sections below have been amended by subsequent legislation. The text below reflects the most 
current language for these sections as of January 1, 2023. See history notes for more information.

§ 81004. Reports and Statements; Perjury; 
Verification.

(a) All reports and statements filed under this title 
shall be signed under penalty of perjury and verified 
by the filer in compliance with this section and 
Section 84213, as applicable. The verification shall 
state that the filer has used all reasonable diligence in 
its preparation, and that to the best of the filer’s 
knowledge it is true and complete.

(b) A report or statement filed by a committee which 
qualifies under subdivision (a) of Section 82013 shall 
be signed and verified by the treasurer, and a report 
or statement filed by any other person shall be signed 
and verified by the filer. If the filer is an entity other 
than an individual, the report or statement shall be 
signed and verified by a responsible officer of the 
entity or by an attorney or a certified public 
accountant acting as agent for the entity. Every 
person who signs and verifies any report or statement 
required to be filed under this title which contains 
material matter which that person knows to be false is 
guilty of perjury.

(c) A report or statement filed online or electronically 
shall include a secure electronic signature that is 
submitted under penalty of perjury and that conforms 
to subdivision (a) of this section and subdivision (b) 
of Section 1633.11 of the Civil Code.

(d) A filing made on behalf of a filer by a vendor or 
service provider authorized by the filer to make such 
filings is presumed filed under penalty of perjury by 
the filer.

History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 1) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 129. (AB 378) 
Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally operative on 
date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 81007. Mailing of Report or Statement.

When a report or statement or copies thereof required 
to be filed in paper format with any officer under this 
title has been sent by first-class mail or by any other 

guaranteed overnight delivery service addressed to 
the officer, it shall for purposes of any deadline be 
deemed to have been received by the officer on the 
date of the deposit in the mail or of receipt by that 
delivery service. It shall be presumed until the 
contrary is established that any date stamped by the 
post office on the envelope or contained on the 
delivery service receipt containing the report or 
statement is the date it was deposited in the mail or 
received by the delivery service. Mail that is not 
received by the filing officer shall be presumed not to 
have been sent unless the filer possesses a post office 
or delivery service receipt establishing the date of 
deposit and the name and address of the addressee.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 2. (SB 
1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 81007.5. Faxing of Report or Statement.

(a) Any report or statement or copies thereof required 
to be filed with any official under Chapter 4 
(commencing with Section 84100) or Chapter 7 
(commencing with Section 87100), other than a 
report or statement that is required to be filed online 
or electronically with the Secretary of State in 
accordance with this title or with a local government 
agency in accordance with an ordinance adopted by 
the agency pursuant to Section 84615, may be 
emailed or faxed by the applicable deadline, provided 
that the required originals or paper copies are sent by 
first-class mail or by any other personal delivery or 
guaranteed overnight delivery service within 24 
hours of the applicable deadline and provided that the 
total number of pages of each report or statement 
emailed or faxed is no more than 30 pages.

(b) An emailed or faxed report or statement shall not 
be considered filed if the emailed or faxed report or 
statement is not a true and correct copy of the 
original.

(c) A filing officer who receives an emailed or faxed 
report or statement shall make the report or statement 
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available to the public in the same manner as 
provided in Section 81008.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 3. (SB 
1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 81008. Public Records; Inspection; 
Reproduction; Time; Charges.

A report or statement filed pursuant to this title is a 
public record open for public inspection and 
reproduction during the filing officer’s regular 
business hours, commencing as soon as practicable, 
and no later than the second business day after the 
day it was received. A filing officer shall make 
electronically filed data publicly available on the 
Internet as soon as possible after it is received in 
compliance with Sections 84602 and 84615. 
Conditions shall not be imposed upon persons asking 
to inspect or reproduce reports and statements filed 
under this title, and information or identification shall 
not be required from these persons. Copies shall be 
provided at a charge not to exceed ten cents ($0.10) 
per page. In addition, the filing officer may charge a 
retrieval fee not to exceed five dollars ($5) per 
request for copies of reports and statements which are 
five or more years old. A request for more than one 
report or statement or report and statement at the 
same time shall be considered a single request.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 4. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 81009. Preservation of Reports and 
Statements.

(a) Statements of organization, registration 
statements, and original campaign statements of 
persons holding elective state office, candidates for 
any such office, committees supporting any such 
officeholder or candidate, and committees supporting 
or opposing statewide measures, shall be retained by 
filing officers indefinitely.

(b) Original campaign statements of mayors, city 
council members, county supervisors, candidates for 
any of these offices, and committees supporting any 
officeholder or candidate shall be retained 
indefinitely, except that original campaign statements 
of candidates not elected to these offices and of 
committees supporting candidates not elected to these 
offices shall be retained by filing officers for a period 
of at least five years.

(c) Original campaign statements of all other 
persons shall be retained by filing officers for at least 
seven years.

(d) Original statements of economic interests of 
persons holding statewide elective office shall be 
retained by filing officers indefinitely.

(e) Original reports and statements not specified 
above in this section shall be retained by filing 
officers for at least seven years.

(f) Copies of reports or statements shall be retained 
by the officer with whom they are filed for at least 
four years, provided, however, that a filing officer is 
not required to retain more than one copy of a report 
or statement.

(g) After an original report or statement or a copy 
filed in a paper format has been on file for at least 
two years, the officer with whom it is filed may 
comply with this section by retaining an electronic 
copy available for public inspection instead of the 
original report or statement or copy. Upon request, 
the officer shall provide copies of such statements 
pursuant to Section 81008. Reports and statements 
filed online or electronically under this title shall be 
retained and archived pursuant to this section and 
Section 84602 or 84615.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 5. (SB 
1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 81010. Duties of the Filing Officer.

For reports and statements filed with a filing officer 
pursuant to this title, the filing officer shall do all of 
the following:

(a) Supply the necessary forms and manuals 
prescribed by the Commission.

(b) Determine whether required documents have been 
filed and, if so, whether they conform on their face 
with the requirements of this title.

(c) Notify promptly all persons and known 
committees who have failed to file a report or 
statement in the form and at the time required by this 
title.

(d) Report apparent violations of this title to the 
appropriate agencies.

(e) Compile and maintain a current list of all reports 
and statements filed with this office.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 6. (SB 
1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
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operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 82006. Campaign Statement.

“Campaign statement” means an itemized report that 
is prepared on a form or in a manner prescribed by 
the Commission and that provides the information 
required by Chapters 4 and 5 of this title.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 7. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84101. Statement of Organization; Filing.

(a) A committee that is a committee by virtue of 
subdivision (a) of Section 82013 shall file a statement 
of organization. The committee shall file the original 
of the statement of organization online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State and shall 
also file a copy of the statement of organization with 
the local filing officer, if any, with whom the 
committee is required to file the originals of its 
campaign reports pursuant to Section 84215. The 
original and copy of the statement of organization 
shall be filed within 10 days after the committee has 
qualified as a committee. The Secretary of State shall 
assign a number to each committee that files a 
statement of organization and shall notify the 
committee of the number. The Secretary of State 
shall email or send a copy of statements filed 
pursuant to this section to the county elections 
official of each county that the Secretary of State 
deems appropriate. A county elections official who 
receives a copy of a statement of organization from 
the Secretary of State pursuant to this section shall 
email or send a copy of the statement to the clerk of 
each city in the county that the county elections 
official deems appropriate.

(b) In addition to filing the statement of organization 
as required by subdivision (a), if a committee 
qualifies as a committee under subdivision (a) of 
Section 82013 within 16 days before the date of an 
election in connection with which the committee is 
required to file preelection statements, the committee 
shall file, within 24 hours of qualifying as a 
committee, the original of its statement of 
organization online or electronically with the 
Secretary of State, and a copy with the local filing 
officer, if any, with whom the committee is required 
to file the originals of its campaign reports pursuant 
to Section 84215 by email, fax, online transmission, 
guaranteed overnight delivery, or personal delivery.

(c) If an independent expenditure committee qualifies 
as a committee pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 
82013 during the time period described in Section 
82036.5 and makes independent expenditures of one 
thousand dollars ($1,000) or more to support or 
oppose a candidate or candidates for office, the 
committee shall file, within 24 hours of qualifying as 
a committee, the original of its statement of 
organization online or electronically with the 
Secretary of State. The committee shall also file a 
copy of its statement with the filing officer with 
whom the committee is required to file the original of 
its campaign reports pursuant to Section 84215, and 
at all locations required for the candidate or 
candidates supported or opposed by the independent 
expenditures, by email, facsimile transmission, 
guaranteed overnight delivery, or personal delivery. 
The filings required by this section are in addition to 
filings that may be required by Section 84204.

(d) For purposes of this section, in calculating 
whether two thousand dollars ($2,000) in 
contributions has been received, payments for a filing 
fee or for a statement of qualifications to appear in a 
sample ballot shall not be included if these payments 
have been made from the candidate’s personal funds.

History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 8) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 159. (AB 378) 
Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally operative on 
date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 84101.5. Annual Fees.

(a) Notwithstanding Section 81006, the Secretary of 
State shall charge each committee that is required to 
file a statement of organization pursuant to 
subdivision (a) of Section 84101 an annual fee of 
fifty dollars ($50) until the committee is terminated 
pursuant to Section 84214.

(b) (1) A committee subject to the annual fee 
pursuant to subdivision (a) shall pay the fee no later 
than 15 days after filing its statement of organization 
and no later than April 30 of each year thereafter, 
except as provided in paragraph (2).

(2) A committee that is created, and pays the initial 
fee pursuant to paragraph (1), in October, November, 
or December of a calendar year is not subject to the 
annual fee for the following calendar year.

(c) (1) A committee that fails to timely pay the 
annual fee required by this section is subject to an 
administrative penalty of one hundred fifty dollars 
($150).

(2) The Secretary of State shall enforce the 
requirements of this section.
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History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 9) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 317, Sec. 3. (AB 1590) 
Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally operative on 
date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 84108. Slate Mailer Organization; Statement 
of Organization.

(a) Every slate mailer organization shall comply with 
the requirements of Sections 84100, 84101, 84103, 
and 84104.

(b) The statement of organization of a slate mailer 
organization shall include:

(1) The name, street address, email address, and 
telephone number of the organization. In the case of 
an individual or business entity that qualifies as a 
slate mailer organization, the name of the slate mailer 
organization shall include the name by which the 
individual or entity is identified for legal purposes. 
Whenever identification of a slate mailer 
organization is required by this title, the identification 
shall include the full name of the slate mailer 
organization as contained in its statement of 
organization.

(2) The full name, street address, email address, and 
telephone number of the treasurer and other principal 
officers.

(3) The full name, street address, email address, and 
telephone number of each person with final 
decisionmaking authority as to which candidates or 
measures will be supported or opposed in the 
organization’s slate mailers.

(c) The statement of organization shall be filed online 
or electronically with the Secretary of State within 10 
days after the slate mailer organization receives or is 
promised five hundred dollars ($500) or more for 
producing one or more slate mailers. However, if an 
entity qualifies as a slate mailer organization within 
16 days before the date of an election in which it is 
required to file preelection statements, the slate 
mailer organization shall file the statement of 
organization online or electronically with the 
Secretary of State within 24 hours of qualifying as a 
slate mailer organization.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 12. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84200.8. Timing for Filing Preelection 
Statements.

Preelection statements shall be filed under this 
section as follows:

(a) For the period ending 45 days before the election, 
the statement shall be filed no later than 40 days 
before the election.

(b) For the period ending 17 days before the election, 
the statement shall be filed no later than 12 days 
before the election.

(c) For runoff elections held within 60 days of the 
qualifying election, an additional preelection 
statement for the period ending 17 days before the 
runoff election shall be filed no later than 12 days 
before the election.

(d) All candidates being voted on in the election in 
connection with which the statement is filed, their 
controlled committees, and committees formed 
primarily to support or oppose a candidate or 
measure being voted on in that election shall file the 
statement due 12 days before the election in 
subdivisions (b) and (c) online or electronically, if 
required or, for a city or county committee filing in 
paper format, by guaranteed overnight delivery 
service or personal delivery.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 13. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84203. Late Contribution; Reports.

(a) Each candidate or committee that makes or 
receives a late contribution, as defined in Section 
82036, shall report the late contribution to each office 
with which the candidate or committee is required to 
file its next campaign statement pursuant to Section 
84215.

(1) The candidate or committee that makes the late 
contribution shall report the candidate or committee’s 
full name and street address and the full name and 
street address of the person to whom the late 
contribution has been made, the office sought if the 
recipient is a candidate, or the ballot measure number 
or letter if the recipient is a committee primarily 
formed to support or oppose a ballot measure, and the 
date and amount of the late contribution.

(2) The recipient of the late contribution shall report 
the recipient’s full name and street address, the date 
and amount of the late contribution, whether the 
contribution was a monetary contribution, in-kind 
contribution of goods or services, or a loan, the 
cumulative amount of contributions, and whether the 
contribution was for the primary, general, or other 
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election, if required. The recipient shall also report 
the full name of the contributor, the contributor’s 
street address, occupation, and the name of the 
contributor’s employer, or, if self-employed, the 
name of the business.

(b) A late contribution shall be reported within 24 
hours of the time it is made in the case of the 
candidate or committee that makes the contribution 
and within 24 hours of the time it is received in the 
case of the recipient. A late contribution shall be 
reported online or electronically, if required, or for a 
city or county committee filing in paper format, by 
email, fax, guaranteed overnight delivery, or personal 
delivery. If a late contribution is required to be 
reported to the Secretary of State, the report to the 
Secretary of State shall be by online or electronic 
transmission only. A late contribution shall be 
reported on subsequent campaign statements without 
regard to reports filed pursuant to this section.

(c) A late contribution need not be reported nor shall 
it be deemed accepted if it is not cashed, negotiated, 
or deposited and is returned to the contributor within 
24 hours of its receipt.

(d) A report filed pursuant to this section shall be in 
addition to any other campaign statement required to 
be filed by this chapter.

(e) The report required pursuant to this section is not 
required to be filed by a candidate or committee that 
has disclosed the late contribution pursuant to 
subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 85309.

History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 14) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 161. (AB 
378) Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84204.   Late Independent Expenditures; 
Reports.

(a) A committee that makes a late independent 
expenditure, as defined in Section 82036.5, shall 
report the late independent expenditure within 24 
hours of the time it is made. A late independent 
expenditure shall be reported online or electronically, 
if required, or if filing in a paper format, by email, 
fax, guaranteed overnight delivery, or personal 
delivery. If a late independent expenditure is required 
to be reported to the Secretary of State, the report to 
the Secretary of State shall be by online or electronic 
transmission only. A late independent expenditure 
shall be reported on subsequent campaign statements 
without regard to reports filed pursuant to this 
section.

(b) A committee that makes a late independent 
expenditure shall report its full name and street 
address, as well as the name, office, and district of 
the candidate if the report is related to a candidate, or 
if the report is related to a measure, the number or 
letter of the measure, whether the expenditure was 
made to support or oppose the candidate or ballot 
measure, the jurisdiction in which the measure is to 
be voted upon, and the amount and the date, as well 
as a description of goods or services for which the 
late independent expenditure was made. In addition 
to the information required by this subdivision, a 
committee that makes a late independent expenditure 
shall include with its late independent expenditure 
report the information required by paragraphs (1) to 
(5), inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 84211, 
covering the period from the day after the closing 
date of the last campaign report filed to the date of 
the late independent expenditure, or if the committee 
has not previously filed a campaign statement, 
covering the period from the previous January 1 to 
the date of the late independent expenditure. 
Information required by paragraphs (1) to (5), 
inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 84211 that is 
required to be reported with a late independent 
expenditure report by this subdivision is not required 
to be reported on more than one late independent 
expenditure report.

(c) A committee that makes a late independent 
expenditure shall file a late independent expenditure 
report in the places where it would be required to file 
campaign statements under this article as if it were 
formed or existing primarily to support or oppose the 
candidate or measure for or against which it is 
making the late independent expenditure.

(d) A report filed pursuant to this section shall be in 
addition to any other campaign statement required to 
be filed by this article.

(e) Expenditures that have been disclosed by 
candidates and committees pursuant to Section 85500 
are not required to be disclosed pursuant to this 
section.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 15. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84204.5. Ballot Measure Contributions 
and Expenditures; Reports. 

(a) In addition to any other report required by this 
title, a committee pursuant to subdivision (a) of 
Section 82013 that is required to file reports pursuant 
to Section 84605 shall file online or electronically 
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with the Secretary of State each time it makes 
contributions totaling five thousand dollars ($5,000) 
or more or each time it makes independent 
expenditures totaling five thousand dollars ($5,000) 
or more to support or oppose the qualification or 
passage of a single state ballot measure. The report 
shall be filed within 10 business days of making the 
contributions or independent expenditures and shall 
contain all of the following:

(1) The full name, street address, and identification 
number of the committee.

(2) The number or letter of the measure if the 
measure has qualified for the ballot and has been 
assigned a number or letter; the title of the measure if 
the measure has not been assigned a number or letter 
but has been issued a title by the Attorney General; or 
the subject of the measure if the measure has not 
been assigned a number or letter and has not been 
issued a title by the Attorney General.

(3) In the case of a contribution, the date and amount 
of the contribution and the name, address, and 
identification number of the committee to whom the 
contribution was made. In addition, the report shall 
include the information required by paragraphs (1) to 
(5), inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 84211, 
regarding contributions or loans received from a 
person described in that subdivision, covering the 
period from the day after the closing date of the last 
campaign report filed to the date of the contribution 
requiring a report under this section, or if the 
committee has not previously filed a campaign 
statement, covering the period from the previous 
January 1 to the date of the contribution requiring a 
report under this section. The information described 
in paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (f) 
of Section 84211 that is required to be reported 
pursuant to this subdivision is not required to be 
reported in more than one report provided for in this 
subdivision for each contribution or loan received 
from a person described in subdivision (f) of Section 
84211.

(4) In the case of an independent expenditure, the 
date, amount, and a description of the goods or 
services for which the expenditure was made. In 
addition, the report shall include the information 
required by paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of 
subdivision (f) of Section 84211 regarding 
contributions or loans received from a person 
described in that subdivision, covering the period 
from the day after the closing date of the last 
campaign report filed to the date of the expenditure, 
or if the committee has not previously filed a 
campaign statement, covering the period from the 
previous January 1 to the date of the expenditure. The 

information described in paragraphs (1) to (5), 
inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 84211 that is 
required to be reported pursuant to this subdivision is 
not required to be reported in more than one report 
provided for in this subdivision for each contribution 
or loan received from a person described in 
subdivision (f) of Section 84211.

(b) In addition to any other report required by this 
title, a committee pursuant to subdivision (a) of 
Section 82013 shall file a report each time it makes 
contributions totaling five thousand dollars ($5,000) 
or more or independent expenditures aggregating five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) or more to support or 
oppose the qualification of a single local initiative or 
referendum ballot measure. A committee that is 
required to file a report under this subdivision shall 
file the report in the places where it would be 
required to file campaign statements under this article 
as if it were formed or existing primarily to support 
or oppose the local initiative or referendum ballot 
measure. The report shall be filed within 10 business 
days of reaching the aggregate dollar threshold and 
shall contain all of the following:

(1) The full name, street address, and identification 
number of the committee.

(2) The name or subject of the measure.

(3) In the case of an independent expenditure, the 
date, amount, and a description of the goods or 
services for which the expenditure was made. In the 
case of a contribution, the date and amount of the 
contribution and the name, address, and identification 
number of the committee to which the contribution 
was made. In addition, the report shall include the 
information required by paragraphs (1) to (5), 
inclusive, of subdivision (f) of Section 84211 
regarding contributions or loans received from a 
person described in that subdivision, covering the 
period from the day after the closing date of the last 
campaign report filed to the date of the contribution 
or expenditure, or if the committee has not previously 
filed a campaign statement, covering the period from 
the previous January 1 to the date of the contribution 
or expenditure. The information described in 
paragraphs (1) to (5), inclusive, of subdivision (f) of 
Section 84211 that is required to be reported pursuant 
to this subdivision is not required to be reported in 
more than one report provided for in this subdivision 
for each contribution or loan received from a person 
described in subdivision (f) of Section 84211.

(c) Reports required by this section are not required 
to be filed by a committee primarily formed to 
support or oppose the qualification or passage of a 
state ballot measure or the qualification of a local 
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initiative or referendum ballot measure for 
expenditures made on behalf of the ballot measure or 
measures for which it is formed.

(d) Independent expenditures that have been 
disclosed by a committee pursuant to Section 84204 
or 85500 are not required to be disclosed pursuant to 
this section.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 16. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.)

§ 84211. Contents of Campaign Statement. 

Each campaign statement required by this article 
shall contain all of the following information:

(a) The total amount of contributions received during 
the period covered by the campaign statement and the 
total cumulative amount of contributions received.

(b) The total amount of expenditures made during the 
period covered by the campaign statement and the 
total cumulative amount of expenditures made.

(c) The total amount of contributions received during 
the period covered by the campaign statement from 
persons who have given a cumulative amount of one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more.

(d) The total amount of contributions received during 
the period covered by the campaign statement from 
persons who have given a cumulative amount of less 
than one hundred dollars ($100).

(e) The balance of cash and cash equivalents on hand 
at the beginning and the end of the period covered by 
the campaign statement.

(f) If the cumulative amount of contributions 
(including loans) received from a person is one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more and a contribution or 
loan has been received from that person during the 
period covered by the campaign statement, all of the 
following:

(1) That person’s full name.

(2) That person’s street address.

(3) That person’s occupation.

(4) The name of that person’s employer, or, if self-
employed, the name of the business.

(5) The date and amount received for each 
contribution received during the period covered by 
the campaign statement and whether the contribution 
was made in the form of a monetary contribution, in-
kind contribution of goods or services, or a loan.

(6) The cumulative amount of contributions.

(g) If the cumulative amount of loans received from 
or made to a person is one hundred dollars ($100) or 
more, and a loan has been received from or made to a 
person during the period covered by the campaign 
statement, or is outstanding during the period covered 
by the campaign statement, all of the following:

(1) That person’s full name.

(2) That person’s street address.

(3) That person’s occupation.

(4) The name of that person’s employer, or, if self-
employed, the name of the business.

(5) The original date and amount of each loan.

(6) The due date and interest rate of the loan.

(7) The cumulative payment made or received to date 
at the end of the reporting period.

(8) The balance outstanding at the end of the 
reporting period.

(9) The cumulative amount of contributions.

(h) For each person, other than the filer, who is 
directly, indirectly, or contingently liable for 
repayment of a loan received or outstanding during 
the period covered by the campaign statement, all of 
the following:

(1) That person’s full name.

(2) That person’s street address.

(3) That person’s occupation.

(4) The name of that person’s employer, or, if self-
employed, the name of the business.

(5) The amount that person’s maximum liability 
outstanding.

(i) The total amount of expenditures made during the 
period covered by the campaign statement to persons 
who have received one hundred dollars ($100) or 
more.

(j) The total amount of expenditures made during the 
period covered by the campaign statement to persons 
who have received less than one hundred dollars 
($100).

(k) For each person to whom an expenditure of one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more has been made during 
the period covered by the campaign statement, all of 
the following:

(1) That person’s full name.

(2) That person’s street address.
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(3) The date and amount of each expenditure.

(4) A brief description of the consideration for which 
each expenditure was made.

(5) In the case of an expenditure which is a 
contribution to a candidate, elected officer, or 
committee or an independent expenditure to support 
or oppose a candidate or measure, in addition to the 
information required in paragraphs (1) to (4), 
inclusive, the date of the contribution or independent 
expenditure, the cumulative amount of contributions 
made to a candidate, elected officer, or committee, or 
the cumulative amount of independent expenditures 
made relative to a candidate or measure; the full 
name of the candidate, and the office and district for 
which the candidate seeks nomination or election, or 
the number or letter of the measure; and the 
jurisdiction in which the measure or candidate is 
voted upon.

(6) The information required in paragraphs (1) to (4), 
inclusive, for each person, if different from the payee, 
who has provided consideration for an expenditure of 
five hundred dollars ($500) or more during the period 
covered by the campaign statement.

For purposes of subdivisions (i), (j), and (k) only, the 
terms “expenditure” or “expenditures” mean any 
individual payment or accrued expense, unless it is 
clear from surrounding circumstances that a series of 
payments or accrued expenses are for a single service 
or product.

(l) In the case of a controlled committee, an official 
committee of a political party, or an organization 
formed or existing primarily for political purposes, 
the amount and source of any miscellaneous receipt.

(m) If a committee is listed pursuant to subdivision 
(f), (g), (h), (k), (l), or (p), the number assigned to the 
committee by the Secretary of State shall be listed, 
or, if a number has not been assigned, the full name 
and street address of the treasurer of the committee.

(n) In a campaign statement filed by a candidate who 
is a candidate in both a state primary and general 
election, such a candidate’s controlled committee, or 
a committee primarily formed to support or oppose 
such a candidate, the total amount of contributions 
received and the total amount of expenditures made 
for the period of January 1 through June 30 and the 
total amount of contributions received and 
expenditures made for the period of July 1 through 
December 31.

(o) The full name, residential or business address, 
email address, and telephone number of the filer, or, 
in the case of a campaign statement filed by a 
committee defined by subdivision (a) of Section 

82013, the name, street address, email address, and 
telephone number of the committee and of the 
committee treasurer. In the case of a committee 
defined by subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 82013, 
the name that the filer uses on campaign statements 
shall be the name by which the filer is identified for 
other legal purposes or any name by which the filer is 
commonly known to the public.

(p) If the campaign statement is filed by a candidate, 
the name, street address, and treasurer of any 
committee of which the candidate has knowledge 
which has received contributions or made 
expenditures on behalf of the candidate’s candidacy 
and whether the committee is controlled by the 
candidate.

(q) A contribution need not be reported nor shall it be 
deemed accepted if it is not cashed, negotiated, or 
deposited and is returned to the contributor before the 
closing date of the campaign statement on which the 
contribution would otherwise be reported.

(r) If a committee primarily formed for the 
qualification or support of, or opposition to, an 
initiative or ballot measure is required to report an 
expenditure to a business entity pursuant to 
subdivision (k) and 50 percent or more of the 
business entity is owned by a candidate or person 
controlling the committee, by an officer or employee 
of the committee, or by a spouse of any of these 
individuals, the committee’s campaign statement 
shall also contain, in addition to the information 
required by subdivision (k), that person’s name, the 
relationship of that person to the committee, and a 
description of that person’s ownership interest or 
position with the business entity.

(s) If a committee primarily formed for the 
qualification or support of, or opposition to, an 
initiative or ballot measure is required to report an 
expenditure to a business entity pursuant to 
subdivision (k), and a candidate or person controlling 
the committee, an officer or employee of the 
committee, or a spouse of any of these individuals is 
an officer, partner, consultant, or employee of the 
business entity, the committee’s campaign statement 
shall also contain, in addition to the information 
required by subdivision (k), that person’s name, the 
relationship of that person to the committee, and a 
description of that person’s ownership interest or 
position with the business entity.

(t) If the campaign statement is filed by a committee, 
as defined in subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 82013, 
information sufficient to identify the nature and 
interests of the filer, including:
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(1) If the filer is an individual, the name and address 
of the filer’s employer, if any, or the filer’s principal 
place of business if the filer is self-employed, and a 
description of the business activity in which the filer 
or the filer’s employer is engaged.

(2) If the filer is a business entity, a description of the 
business activity in which it is engaged.

(3) If the filer is an industry, trade, or professional 
association, a description of the industry, trade, or 
profession which it represents, including a specific 
description of any portion or faction of the industry, 
trade, or profession which the association exclusively 
or primarily represents.

(4) If the filer is not an individual, business entity, or 
industry, trade, or professional association, a 
statement of the person’s nature and purposes, 
including a description of any industry, trade, 
profession, or other group with a common economic 
interest which the person principally represents or 
from which its membership or financial support is 
principally derived.

History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 17) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 163. (AB 
378) Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84213. Verification.

(a) A candidate or state measure proponent shall 
verify the candidate’s or proponent’s campaign 
statement and the campaign statement of each 
committee subject to the candidate or state measure 
proponent’s control. The verification shall be in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 81004 
except that it shall state that to the best of the 
candidate or state measure proponent’s knowledge 
the treasurer of each controlled committee used all 
reasonable diligence in the preparation of the 
committee’s statement. This section does not relieve 
the treasurer of any committee from the obligation to 
verify each campaign statement filed by the 
committee pursuant to Section 81004.

(b) If a committee is required to file a campaign 
statement or report disclosing an independent 
expenditure pursuant to this title, a principal officer 
of the committee or, in the case of a controlled 
committee, the candidate or state measure proponent 
or opponent who controls the committee shall sign a 
verification on the campaign statement or report that 
reads as follows: 

“I have not received any unreported contributions or 
reimbursements to make these independent 
expenditures. I have not coordinated any expenditure 
made during this reporting period with the candidate 
or the opponent of the candidate who is the subject of 
the expenditure, with the proponent or the opponent 
of the state measure that is the subject of the 
expenditure, or with the agents of the candidate or the 
opponent of the candidate or the state measure 
proponent or opponent.”

History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 18) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 165. (AB 
378) Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84215. Campaign Reports and Statements; 
Where to File.

Campaign statements shall be filed at the 
following places:

(a) Statewide elected officers, including members of 
the State Board of Equalization; Members of the 
Legislature; Supreme Court justices, court of appeal 
justices, and superior court judges; candidates for 
those offices and their controlled committees; 
committees formed or existing primarily to support or 
oppose these candidates, elected officers, justices and 
judges, or statewide measures, or the qualification of 
state ballot measures; and all state general purpose 
committees and filers not specified in subdivisions 
(b) to (e), inclusive, shall file a campaign statement 
with the Secretary of State by online or electronic 
means, as specified in Section 84605.

(b) Elected officers in jurisdictions other than 
legislative districts, State Board of Equalization 
districts, or appellate court districts that contain parts 
of two or more counties, candidates for these offices, 
their controlled committees, and committees formed 
or existing primarily to support or oppose candidates 
or local measures to be voted upon in one of these 
jurisdictions shall file the original and, if the filing is 
in paper format, one copy with the elections official 
of the county with the largest number of registered 
voters in the jurisdiction. Elected officers, candidates 
for these offices, and their controlled committees 
shall also file a copy of their campaign statements 
with the elections official of the county in which the 
elected officer or candidate is domiciled, as defined 
in subdivision (b) of Section 349 of the Elections 
Code.

(c) County elected officers, candidates for these 
offices, their controlled committees, committees 
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formed or existing primarily to support or oppose 
candidates or local measures to be voted upon in any 
number of jurisdictions within one county, other than 
those specified in subdivision (d), and county general 
purpose committees shall file the original and, if the 
filing is in paper format, one copy with the elections 
official of the county.

(d) City elected officers, candidates for city office, 
their controlled committees, committees formed or 
existing primarily to support or oppose candidates or 
local measures to be voted upon in one city, and city 
general purpose committees shall file the original 
and, if the filing is in paper format, one copy with the 
clerk of the city.

(e) Elected members of the Board of Administration 
of the Public Employees’ Retirement System, elected 
members of the Teachers’ Retirement Board, 
candidates for these offices, their controlled 
committees, and committees formed or existing 
primarily to support or oppose these candidates or 
elected members shall file the original with the 
Secretary of State, and a copy shall be filed at the 
relevant board’s office in Sacramento.

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
section, a committee, candidate, or elected officer is 
not required to file more than the original and one 
copy, or one copy, of a campaign statement with any 
one county elections official or city clerk or with the 
Secretary of State.

(g) If a committee is required to file campaign 
statements required by Section 84200 or 84200.5 in 
places designated in subdivisions (a) to (d), inclusive, 
it shall continue to file these statements in those 
places, in addition to any other places required by 
this title, until the end of the calendar year.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 19. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84217. Federal Office Candidates; Places 
Filed.

When the Secretary of State receives any 
campaign statement filed pursuant to the federal 
Election Campaign Act, (2 U.S.C.A. Section 431 et 
seq.) the Secretary of State shall send a copy of the 
statement to the following officers:

(a) Statements of candidates for President, Vice 
President or United States Senator and committees 
supporting such candidates—one copy with the 
Registrar-Recorder of Los Angeles County and one 
copy with the Registrar of Voters of the City and 
County of San Francisco;

(b) Statements of candidates for United States 
Representative in Congress and committees 
supporting such candidates—one copy with the clerk 
of the county which contains the largest percentage of 
the registered voters in the election district which the 
candidate or any of the candidates seek nomination or 
election and one copy with the clerk of the county 
within which the candidate resides or in which the 
committee is domiciled, provided that if the committee 
is not domiciled in California the statement shall be 
sent to the Registrar-Recorder of Los Angeles County. 
No more than one copy of each statement need be filed 
with the clerk of any county.

Repealed conditionally by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
on date prescribed in Sec. 44 of Ch. 662.

§ 84219. Slate Mailer Organization; Semi-
Annual Statements; Contents.
Whenever a slate mailer organization is required to 
file campaign reports pursuant to Section 84218, the 
campaign report shall include the following 
information:

(a) The total amount of receipts during the period 
covered by the campaign statement and the total 
cumulative amount of receipts. For purposes of this 
section only, “receipts” means payments received by 
a slate mailer organization for production and 
distribution of slate mailers.

(b) The total amount of disbursements made during 
the period covered by the campaign statement and the 
total cumulative amount of disbursements. For 
purposes of this section only, “disbursements” means 
payment made by a slate mailer organization for the 
production or distribution of slate mailers.

(c) For each candidate or committee that is a source 
of receipts totaling one hundred dollars ($100) or 
more during the period covered by the campaign 
statement:

(1) The name of the candidate or committee, 
identification of the jurisdiction and the office sought 
or ballot measure number or letter, and, if the source 
is a committee, the committee’s identification 
number, street address, and the name of the candidate 
or measure on whose behalf or in opposition to which 
the payment is made.

(2) The date and amount received for each receipt 
totaling one hundred dollars ($100) or more during 
the period covered by the campaign statement.

(3) The cumulative amount of receipts on behalf of or 
in opposition to the candidate or measure.
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(d) For each person other than a candidate or 
committee who is a source of receipts totaling one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more during the period 
covered by the campaign statement:

(1) Identification of the jurisdiction, office or ballot 
measure, and name of the candidate or measure on 
whose behalf or in opposition to which the payment 
was made.

(2) Full name, street address, name of employer, or, if 
self-employed, name of business of the source of 
receipts.

(3) The date and amount received for each receipt 
totaling one hundred dollars ($100) or more during 
the period covered by the campaign statement.

(4) The cumulative amount of receipts on behalf of or 
in opposition to the candidate or measure.

(e) For each candidate or ballot measure not reported 
pursuant to subdivision (c) or (d), but who was 
supported or opposed in a slate mailer sent by the 
slate mailer organization during the period covered 
by the report, identification of jurisdiction, office or 
ballot measure, and name of the candidate or measure 
who was supported or opposed.

(f) The total amount of disbursements made during 
the period covered by the campaign statement to 
persons who have received one hundred dollars 
($100) or more.

(g) The total amount of disbursements made during 
the period covered by the campaign statement to 
persons who have received less than one hundred 
dollars ($100).

(h) For each person to whom a disbursement of one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more has been made during 
the period covered by the campaign statement:

(1) That person’s full name.

(2) That person’s street address.

(3) The date and amount of each disbursement.

(4) A brief description of the consideration for which 
each disbursement was made.

(5) The information required in paragraphs (1) to (4), 
inclusive, for each person, if different from the payee, 
who has provided consideration for a disbursement of 
five hundred dollars ($500) or more during the period 
covered by the campaign statement.

(i) Cumulative disbursements, totaling one thousand 
dollars ($1,000) or more, made directly or indirectly 
to any person listed in the slate mailer organization’s 
statement of organization. For purposes of this 
subdivision, a disbursement is made indirectly to a 

person if it is intended for the benefit of or use by 
that person or a member of the person’s immediate 
family, or if it is made to a business entity in which 
the person or member of the person’s immediate 
family is a partner, shareholder, owner, director, 
trustee, officer, employee, consultant, or holds any 
position of management or in which the person or 
member of the person’s immediate family has an 
investment of one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more. 
This subdivision does not apply to any disbursement 
made to a business entity whose securities are 
publicly traded.

(j) The full name, street address, email address, and 
telephone number of the slate mailer organization and 
of the treasurer.

(k) Whenever a slate mailer organization also 
qualifies as a general purpose committee pursuant to 
Section 82027.5, the campaign report shall include, 
in addition to the information required by this 
section, the information required by Section 84211.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 
21) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 167. (AB 378) Effective 
January 1, 2022. Conditionally operative on date 
prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.)

§ 84223. Top Ten Contributor Lists.

(a) For a committee primarily formed to support 
or oppose a state ballot measure or state candidate 
that raises one million dollars ($1,000,000) or more 
for an election, the Secretary of State shall maintain 
an accurate list of the committee’s top 10 
contributors, as specified by Commission regulations. 
The list shall be based on the filer’s campaign 
statements and reports. A current list of the top 10 
contributors shall be posted on the Secretary of 
State’s internet website, as provided in subdivision 
(c).

(b) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (4), the 
list of top 10 contributors shall identify the names of 
the 10 persons who have made the largest cumulative 
contributions to the committee, the total amount of 
each person’s contributions, the city and state of the 
person, the person’s committee identification 
number, if any, and any other information deemed 
necessary by the Commission. If any of the top 10 
contributors identified on the list are committees 
pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 82013, the 
Commission may require, by regulation, that the list 
also identify the top 10 contributors to those 
contributing committees.

(2) (A) For a committee primarily formed to 
support or oppose a state ballot measure, the 
cumulative amount of contributions received by the 
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committee from a person for the period beginning 12 
months prior to the date the committee made its first 
expenditure to qualify, support, or oppose the 
measure and ending with the current date shall be 
counted.

(B) For a committee primarily formed to support 
or oppose a state candidate, the cumulative amount of 
contributions received by the committee from a 
person for the primary and general elections 
combined shall be counted.

(3) The aggregation rules of Section 82015.5 and 
any implementing regulations adopted by the 
Commission shall apply in identifying the persons 
who have made the top 10 cumulative contributions 
to a committee.

(4) A person who makes contributions to a 
committee in a cumulative amount of less than ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000) shall not be identified or 
disclosed as a top 10 contributor to a committee 
pursuant to this section.

(c) (1) The Commission shall adopt regulations to 
govern the manner in which the Secretary of State 
shall display top 10 contributor lists maintained for a 
committee that is subject to this section, and the 
Secretary of State shall post the top 10 contributor 
lists on its internet website in the manner prescribed 
by those regulations.

(2) A committee’s top 10 contributor list shall be 
updated when any of the following occurs:

(A) A new person qualifies as a top 10 
contributor to the committee.

(B) A person who is an existing top 10 
contributor makes additional contributions to the 
committee.

(C) A change occurs that alters the relative 
ranking order of the top 10 contributors.

(3) The 10 persons who have made the largest 
cumulative contributions to a committee shall be 
listed in order from largest contribution amount to 
smallest amount. If two or more contributors of 
identical amounts meet the threshold for inclusion in 
the list of top 10 contributors, the order of disclosure 
shall be made beginning with the most recent 
contributor of that amount.

(4) The Secretary of State shall post or update a 
top 10 contributor list within five business days or, 
during the 16 days before the election, within 48 
hours of receiving data of a contributor qualifying for 
the list or of any change to the list.

(d) In addition to any other lists that the Secretary 
of State is required to post on its internet website, the 
Secretary of State shall compile, maintain, and 
display on its internet website a current list of the top 
10 contributors supporting and opposing each state 
ballot measure, as prescribed by Commission 
regulations.

(e) This section shall not become operative until 
the Secretary of State certifies an online filing and 
disclosure system pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602 of the Government 
Code.

History: Repealed (in Sec. 12) and added by Stats. 
2019, Ch. 312, Sec. 13. (AB 902) Effective January 1, 
2020. Section conditionally operative as prescribed by 
its own provisions.

§ 84504.2. Disclaimer; Print Ads.

(a) A print advertisement designed to be 
individually distributed, including, but not limited to, 
a mailer, flyer, or door hanger, that is paid for by a 
committee, other than a political party committee or a 
candidate controlled committee established for an 
elective office of the controlling candidate, shall 
include the disclosures required by Sections 84502, 
84503, and 84506.5, displayed as follows:

(1) The disclosure area shall have a solid white 
background and shall be in a printed or drawn box on 
the bottom of at least one page that is set apart from 
any other printed matter. All text in the disclosure area 
shall be in contrasting color and centered horizontally 
in the disclosure area.

(2) The text shall be in standard Arial Regular 
type with a type size of at least 10-point.

(3) The top of the disclosure area shall include the 
disclosure required by Sections 84502 and 84503. The 
text of the disclosure shall be underlined if there are 
any top contributors.

(4) The top contributors, if any, shall each be 
disclosed on a separate horizontal line separate from 
any other text, in descending order, beginning with the 
top contributor who made the largest cumulative 
contributions on the first line. The name of each of the 
top contributors shall be centered horizontally in the 
disclosure area and shall not be underlined. The names 
of the top contributors shall not be printed in a type 
that is condensed to be narrower than a normal non-
condensed standard Arial Regular type.

(5) An advertisement supporting or opposing a 
candidate that is paid for by an independent 
expenditure shall include the disclosure required by 
Section 84506.5, which shall be underlined and on a 
separate line below any of the top contributors.

(6) A committee subject to Section 84223 shall 
next include the text “Funding Details At [insert link 
to Secretary of State internet website page with top 10 
contributor lists],” which shall be underlined and 
printed on a line separate from any other text at the 
bottom of the disclosure area.

(7) Notwithstanding the definition of “top 
contributors” in paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of 
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Section 84501, newspaper, magazine, or other public 
print advertisements that are 20 square inches or less 
shall be required to disclose only the largest top 
contributor of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) or 
more.

(b) A print advertisement that is larger than those 
designed to be individually distributed, including, but 
not limited to, a yard sign or billboard, paid for by a 
committee, other than a political party committee or a 
candidate controlled committee established for an 
elective office of the controlling candidate, shall 
include the disclosures pursuant to Section 84502, 
84503, and 84506.5 in a printed or drawn box with a 
solid white background on the bottom of the 
advertisement that is set apart from any other printed 
matter. Each line of the written disclosures shall be in 
a contrasting color in standard Arial Regular type no 
less than 5 percent of the height of the advertisement, 
and shall not be condensed to be narrower than a 
normal non-condensed standard Arial Regular type. 
The text may be adjusted so it does not appear on 
separate horizontal lines, with the top contributors 
separated by a comma.

(c) Any text or image not required in this section 
shall not appear in the disclosure area, except as 
provided in Section 84504.8 and as otherwise 
authorized or provided by applicable law.

History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
777, Sec. 5.5) by Stats. 2019, Ch. 558, Sec. 6. (AB 
864); amended by Stats. 2022, Ch. 887, Sec. 12 (SB 
1360). Conditionally operative on date prescribed by 
Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 84605. Who Shall File Online.

(a) The following persons shall file online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State:

(1) Any candidate, including superior court, 
appellate court, and Supreme Court candidates and 
officeholders, committee, or other persons who are 
required, pursuant to Chapter 4 (commencing with 
Section 84100) and Chapter 5 (commencing with 
Section 85100), to file statements, reports, or other 
documents in connection with a state elective office or 
state measure.

(2) Any state general purpose committees, as 
defined in Section 82027.5, including the general 
purpose committees of political parties, as defined in 
Section 85205, and small contributor committees, as 
defined in Section 85203.

(3) Any slate mailer organization that produces 
one or more slate mailers supporting or opposing 
candidates or measures voted on in a state election or 
in more than one county.

(4) Any lobbyist, lobbying firm, lobbyist 

employer, or other persons required, pursuant to 
Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 86100), to file 
statements, reports, or other documents.

(5) Any elected local government officer or 
candidate for elective local government office filing 
with the Secretary of State pursuant to Section 84226.

(b) The Secretary of State shall also disclose on 
the internet any late contribution or late independent 
expenditure report, as defined by Sections 84203 and 
84204, respectively, not covered by paragraph (1), (2), 
or (3) of subdivision (a) or any other provision of law.

(c) It shall be presumed that online or electronic 
filers file under penalty of perjury.

(d) The Secretary of State shall maintain at all 
times a secured, official version of all original online 
and electronically filed statements and reports 
required by this chapter, which shall be the official 
version for audit and other legal purposes.

(e) Except for statements related to a local 
elective office or a local ballot measure filed by a 
candidate for local elective office who is also a 
candidate for elective state office, and for filings 
subject to Section 84226, a copy of a statement, report, 
or other document filed by online or electronic means 
with the Secretary of State shall not be filed with a 
local filing officer.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 25. 
(SB 1239); amended by Stats. 2022, Ch. 500 (AB 
2528). Conditionally operative on date prescribed by 
Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 44.

§ 84606. Operation of Online System.

The date that a filer transmits an online or electronic 
report shall be the date the filed report is received by 
the Secretary of State.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 26. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84612. Rejection of Electronic Filing; 
Procedures.

If the Secretary of State rejects a filing made under 
this chapter, the Secretary of State shall immediately 
notify the filer, by email, of the reason or reasons for 
rejection using plain, straightforward language, 
avoiding technical terms as much as possible, and 
using a coherent and easily readable style. The notice 
shall be written or displayed so that the meaning will 
be easily understood by those persons directly 
affected by it. The Cal-Access Replacement System 
may contain required fields in which information 
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must be entered in order to submit a report or 
statement, as determined by the Secretary of State 
and the Commission.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 27. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 84615. Campaign Reports and Statements – 
Electronic Filing for Local Agencies. 

A local government agency may require an elected 
officer, candidate, committee, or other person 
required to file statements, reports, or other 
documents required by Chapter 4 (commencing with 
Section 84100), except an elected officer, candidate, 
committee, or other person who receives 
contributions totaling less than two thousand dollars 
($2,000), and makes expenditures totaling less than 
two thousand dollars ($2,000) in a calendar year, to 
file those statements, reports, or other documents 
online or electronically with a local filing officer. A 
local government agency that requires online or 
electronic filing pursuant to this section shall comply 
with all of the following:

(a) The legislative body for the local government 
agency shall adopt an ordinance approving the use of 
online or electronic filing, which shall include a 
legislative finding that the online or electronic filing 
system will operate securely and effectively and 
would not unduly burden filers. The ordinance 
adopted by the legislative body for the local 
government agency may, at the discretion of that 
legislative body, specify that the electronic or online 
filing requirements apply only to specifically 
identified types of filings or are triggered only by 
identified monetary thresholds. In any instance in 
which the original statement, report, or other 
document is required to be filed with the Secretary of 
State and a copy of that statement, report, or other 
document is required to be filed with the local 
government agency, the ordinance may permit, but 
shall not require, that the copy be filed online or 
electronically.

(b) The online or electronic filing system shall accept 
a filing in the standardized record format that was 
developed by the Secretary of State pursuant to 
paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 84602, or 
the local government agency may transition to the 
Cal-Access Replacement System format, and then the 
system shall accept a filing in the new standardized 
record format developed by the Secretary of State 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 84602, and that 

is compatible with the Secretary of State’s system for 
receiving an online or electronic filing.

(c) The online or electronic filing system shall ensure 
the integrity of the data transmitted and shall include 
safeguards against efforts to tamper with, manipulate, 
alter, or subvert the data.

(d) (1) The local filing officer shall issue to a person 
who files a statement, report, or other document 
online or electronically an electronic confirmation 
that notifies the filer that the statement, report, or 
other document was received. The confirmation shall 
include the date and the time that the statement, 
report, or other document was received by the filing 
officer and the method by which the filer may view 
and print the data received by the filing officer.

(2) A copy retained by the filer of a statement, report, 
or other document that was filed online or 
electronically and the confirmation issued pursuant to 
paragraph (1) that shows the filer timely filed the 
statement, report, or other document shall create a 
rebuttable presumption that the filer timely filed the 
statement, report, or other document.

(e) The date of filing for a statement, report, or other 
document that is filed online or electronically shall be 
the day that it is received by the local filing officer.

(f) The local filing officer shall make all the data 
filed available on the Internet in an easily understood 
format that provides the greatest public access. The 
data shall be made available free of charge and as 
soon as possible after receipt. The data made 
available on the Internet shall not contain the street 
name and building number of the persons or entity 
representatives listed on the electronically filed forms 
or any bank account number required to be disclosed 
by the filer. The local filing officer shall make a 
complete, unredacted copy of any statement, report, 
or other document filed pursuant to this section, 
including any street names, building numbers, and 
bank account numbers disclosed by the filer, 
available to any person upon request.

(g) The online or electronic filing system shall 
include a procedure for filers to comply with the 
requirement that they sign statements and reports 
under penalty of perjury pursuant to Section 81004.

(h) The local government agency shall enable filers 
to complete and submit filings free of charge.

(i) The local filing officer shall maintain, for a period 
of at least 10 years commencing from the date filed, a 
secured, official version of each online or electronic 
statement, report, or other document filed pursuant to 
this section, which shall serve as the official version 
of that record for purpose of audits and any other 
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legal purpose. Data that has been maintained for at 
least 10 years may then be archived in a secure 
format.

(j) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any 
statement, report, or other document filed online or 
electronically pursuant to this section shall not be 
required to be filed with the local filing officer in 
paper format.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 28. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 85200. Statement of Intention to be a 
Candidate.

Prior to the solicitation or receipt of any 
contribution or loan, an individual who intends to be 
a candidate for an elective state office, as that term is 
defined by Section 82024, shall file online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State an original 
statement, signed under penalty of perjury, of 
intention to be a candidate for a specific office.

An individual who intends to be a candidate for any 
other elective office shall file the statement of 
intention with the same filing officer and in the same 
location as the individual would file an original 
campaign statement pursuant to subdivisions (b), (c), 
and (d) of Section 84215.

For purposes of this section, “contribution” and 
“loan” do not include any payments from the 
candidate’s personal funds for a candidate filing fee 
or a candidate statement of qualifications fee.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 29. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 86103. Lobbyist Certification; 
Requirements.

A lobbyist certification shall include all of the 
following:

(a) A recent photograph of the lobbyist, in a size 
prescribed by the Secretary of State.

(b) The lobbyist’s full name, business address, email 
address, and telephone number.

(c) A statement that the lobbyist has read and 
understands the prohibitions contained in Sections 
86203 and 86205.

(d) A statement regarding the lobbyist’s completion 
of the ethics course described in subdivision (b) of 
Section 8956 as follows:

(1) For a lobbyist who filed a completed lobbyist 
certification in connection with the last regular 
session of the Legislature, either of the following 
statements:

(A) That the lobbyist has completed the ethics course 
within the previous 12 months.

(B) That the lobbyist will complete the ethics course 
no later than June 30 of the following year, in which 
case the certification shall be accepted on a 
conditional basis.

(2) In the case of a new lobbyist certification, if the 
lobbyist has not completed the course within the 
previous 12 months, the lobbyist certification shall 
include a statement that the lobbyist will complete 
the course within 12 months. The lobbyist 
certification shall be accepted on a conditional basis.

(3) If a lobbyist certification is accepted on a 
conditional basis, the lobbyist shall timely complete 
the ethics course and file a new lobbyist certification 
to replace the conditional lobbyist certification. If the 
lobbyist fails to timely complete the ethics course, the 
conditional lobbyist certification shall be void and the 
individual shall not act as a lobbyist under this title 
until the individual completes the course and files a 
lobbyist certification stating the date of completion. It 
is a violation of this section for any individual to act 
as a lobbyist under this title once that individual’s 
conditional certification is void.

(4) The date and confirmation that an individual has 
completed the ethics course may be transmitted to the 
Secretary of State by the legislative ethics committee.

(e) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.

(f) Registration fees required by Section 86102 shall 
be paid online at the time a lobbyist certification is 
submitted for registration to be active.

History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 31) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 179. (AB 
378) Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 86104. Lobbying Firm; Registration 
Requirements.

The registration of a lobbying firm shall include:
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(a) The full name, business address, email address, 
and telephone number of the lobbying firm.

(b) A list of the lobbyists who are partners, owners, 
officers, or employees of the lobbying firm.

(c) The lobbyist certification of each lobbyist in the 
lobbying firm.

(d) The following information regarding each person 
with whom the lobbying firm contracts to provide 
lobbying services:

(1) The full name, business address, email address, 
and telephone number of the person.

(2) An authorization electronically confirmed by the 
person.

(3) The time period of the contract.

(4) Information sufficient to identify the nature and 
interests of the person including:

(A) For an individual, the name and address of the 
person’s employer, if any, or if self-employed the 
person’s principal place of business, and a 
description of the business activity in which the 
person or the person’s employer is engaged.

(B) For a business entity, a description of the 
business activity in which it is engaged.

(C) For an industry, trade, or professional 
association, a description of the industry, trade, or 
profession it represents, including a specific 
description of any part or faction of the industry, 
trade, or profession the association exclusively or 
primarily represents and, if the association has 50 or 
fewer members, the names of the members.

(D) For other persons, a statement of the person’s 
nature and purposes, including a description of any 
industry, trade, profession, or other group with a 
common economic interest that the person principally 
represents or from which its membership or financial 
support is principally derived.

(5) The lobbying interests of the person.

(6) A list of the state agencies whose legislative or 
administrative actions the lobbying firm will attempt 
to influence for the person.

(e) The name and title of a partner, owner, or officer 
of the lobbying firm who is responsible for filing 
statements and reports and keeping records required 
by this chapter on behalf of the lobbying firm, and a 
statement signed by the designated responsible 
person that such person has read and understands the 
prohibitions contained in Sections 86203 and 86205.

(f) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.

History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 32) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 181. (AB 
378) Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 86107. Registration Statement; Amendment; 
Termination.

(a) If any information in a registration statement 
changes, an appropriate amendment shall be filed 
online or electronically with the Secretary of State 
within 20 days after the change. However, if the 
change includes the name of a person by whom a 
lobbying firm is retained, the registration statement of 
the lobbying firm shall be amended and filed to show 
that change prior to the lobbying firm’s attempting to 
influence any legislative or administrative action on 
behalf of that person. Lobbying firms and lobbyist 
employers that, during a regular session of the 
Legislature, cease all activity that required registration 
shall file a notice of termination within 20 days after 
the cessation. Lobbying firms and lobbyist employers 
that, at the close of a regular session of the Legislature, 
cease all activity that required registration are not 
required to file a notice of termination.

(b) If any information in a lobbyist certification 
changes, or if a lobbyist terminates all activity that 
required the certification, the lobbyist shall submit an 
amended certification or notice of termination to the 
lobbyist’s lobbying firm or lobbyist employer for 
filing with the Secretary of State within the time limits 
specified in subdivision (a). A lobbyist who, at the 
close of a regular session of the Legislature, ceases all 
activity that required certification is not required to file 
a notice of termination.

(c) Lobbyists and lobbying firms are subject to the 
gift limits in Section 86203 for the earlier of six 
months after either of the following:

(1) The filing of a notice of termination.
(2) The close of a regular session of the 

Legislature if the lobbyist or lobbying firm ceased all 
activity that required certification or registration when 
the session closed.
History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 34) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 184. (AB 
378) Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.
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§ 86108. Registration Statement; Publication.

The Secretary of State shall make all information 
listed on any registration statement and on any 
amendment, renewal, or notice of termination 
publicly available on the Internet as soon as possible 
after receipt.

(Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 35. (SB 
1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.)

§ 86109. Directory of Lobbyists, Lobbying 
Firms, and Lobbyist Employers.

Within 140 days after the commencement of each 
regular session of the Legislature, the Secretary of 
State shall publish a directory of registered individual 
lobbyists, lobbying firms, and lobbyist employers. The 
Secretary of State shall publish, from time to time, 
such supplements to the directory as may be necessary.

History: Amended by Stats. 1991, Ch. 391, Sec. 2. 
Repealed conditionally by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, on 
date prescribed in Sec. 44 of Ch. 662.)

§ 86109.5. Directory of Lobbyists, Lobbying 
Firms, and Lobbyist Employers; Online Version.

(a) The Secretary of State shall establish and 
maintain on the Internet an online listing of lobbyists, 
lobbying firms, and lobbyist employers. The 
Secretary of State shall update the listing as soon as 
possible when new information is received.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, 
the lobbying data made available on the Internet shall 
include the street name and building number of the 
persons or entity representatives listed on all the 
documents submitted to the Secretary of State 
pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 
86100).

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 37. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 86114. Periodic Reports; Lobbying Firms; 
Contents.

(a) Lobbying firms shall file periodic reports 
containing all of the following:

(1) The full name, address, email address, and 
telephone number of the lobbying firm.

(2) The full name, business address, and telephone 
number of each person who contracted with the 
lobbying firm for lobbying services, a description of 
the specific lobbying interests of the person, and the 
total payments, including fees and the reimbursement 
of expenses, received from the person for lobbying 
services during the reporting period.

(3) The total amount of payments received for 
lobbying services during the period.

(4) A periodic report completed and verified by each 
lobbyist in the lobbying firm pursuant to Section 
86113.

(5) Each activity expense incurred by the lobbying 
firm including those reimbursed by a person who 
contracts with the lobbying firm for lobbying 
services. A total of all activity expenses of the 
lobbying firm and all of its lobbyists shall be 
included.

(6) If the lobbying firm subcontracts with another 
lobbying firm for lobbying services:

(A) The full name, address, email address, and 
telephone number of the subcontractor.

(B) The name of the person for whom the 
subcontractor was retained to lobby.

(C) The total amount of all payments made to the 
subcontractor.

(7) The date, amount, and the name of the recipient 
of any contribution of one hundred dollars ($100) or 
more made by the filer to an elected state officer, a 
state candidate, a committee controlled by an elected 
state officer or state candidate, or a committee 
primarily formed to support or oppose those officers 
or candidates. If this contribution is reported by the 
lobbying firm or by a committee sponsored by the 
lobbying firm in a campaign statement filed pursuant 
to Chapter 4 which is required to be filed with the 
Secretary of State, the filer may report only the name 
of the committee and the identification number of the 
committee.

(8) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.

(b) In addition to the information required by 
subdivision (a), lobbying firms which qualify 
pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of 
Section 82038.5 shall also report the name and title 
of each partner, owner, officer, and employee of the 
lobbying firm who, on at least five separate occasions 
during the reporting period, engaged in direct 
communication with any elective state official, 
legislative official, or agency official, for the purpose 
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of influencing legislative or administrative action on 
behalf of a person who contracts with the lobbying 
firm for lobbying services. This does not include 
individuals whose actions were purely clerical.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 38. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 86116. Periodic Reports; Employers and 
Others; Contents.

Every person described in Section 86115 shall file 
periodic reports containing the following 
information:

(a) The name, business address, email address, and 
telephone number of the lobbyist employer or other 
person filing the report.

(b) The total amount of payments to each lobbying 
firm.

(c) The total amount of all payments to lobbyists 
employed by the filer.

(d) A description of the specific lobbying interests of 
the filer.

(e) A periodic report completed and verified by each 
lobbyist employed by a lobbyist employer pursuant to 
Section 86113.

(f) Each activity expense of the filer. A total of all 
activity expenses of the filer shall be included.

(g) The date, amount, and the name of the recipient 
of any contribution of one hundred dollars ($100) or 
more made by the filer to an elected state officer, a 
state candidate, or a committee controlled by an 
elected state officer or state candidate, or a committee 
primarily formed to support or oppose the officer or 
candidate. If this contribution is reported by the filer 
or by a committee sponsored by the filer in a 
campaign statement filed pursuant to Chapter 4 
which is required to be filed with the Secretary of 
State, the filer may report only the name of the 
committee, and the identification number of the 
committee.

(h) (1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), the total 
of all other payments to influence legislative or 

administrative action including overhead expenses 
and all payments to employees who spend 10 percent 
or more of their compensated time in any one month 
in activities related to influencing legislative or 
administrative action.

(2) A filer that makes payments to influence a 
ratemaking or quasi-legislative proceeding before the 
Public Utilities Commission, as defined in 
subdivision (b) or (c), respectively, of Section 82002, 
may, in lieu of reporting those payments pursuant to 
paragraph (1), report only the portion of those 
payments made to or for the filer’s attorneys for time 
spent appearing as counsel and preparing to appear as 
counsel, or to or for the filer’s witnesses for time 
spent testifying and preparing to testify, in this type 
of Public Utilities Commission proceeding. This 
alternative reporting of these payments made during a 
calendar month is not required to include payments 
made to an attorney or witness who is an employee of 
the filer if less than 10 percent of the attorney or 
witness’s compensated time in that month was spent 
in appearing, testifying, or preparing to appear or 
testify before the Public Utilities Commission in a 
ratemaking or quasi-legislative proceeding. For the 
purposes of this paragraph, time spent preparing to 
appear or preparing to testify does not include time 
spent preparing written testimony.

(i) Any other information required by the commission 
consistent with the purposes and provisions of this 
chapter.

History: Amended (as amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 
662, Sec. 39) by Stats. 2021, Ch. 50, Sec. 187. (AB 
378) Effective January 1, 2022. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.

§ 86118. Periodic Reports; Where to File.

Reports required by Sections 86114 and 86116 shall 
be filed online or electronically with the Secretary of 
State.

History: Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, Sec. 40. 
(SB 1239) Effective January 1, 2019. Conditionally 
operative on date prescribed by Stats. 2018, Ch. 662, 
Sec. 44.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 909, CHAPTER 313, STATUTES OF 2019.

Subdivision (d) of Section 84102 and subdivision (c) of Section 84103 shall not become 
operative until the Secretary of State certifies an online filing and disclosure system 

pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 84602.

§ 84102.  Statement of Organization; 
Contents.

The statement of organization required by Section 
84101 shall include all of the following:

(a) The name, street address, email address, and 
telephone number, if any, of the committee. In the case 
of a sponsored committee, the name of the committee 
shall include the name of its sponsor. If a committee 
has more than one sponsor, and the sponsors are 
members of an industry or other identifiable group, a 
term identifying that industry or group shall be 
included in the name of the committee.

(b) In the case of a sponsored committee, the 
name, street address, and telephone number of each 
sponsor.

(c) The full name, street address, email address, 
and telephone number of the treasurer and any other 
principal officers.

(1) A committee with more than one principal 
officer shall identify its principal officers as follows:

(A) A committee with three or fewer principal 
officers shall identify all principal officers.

(B) A committee with more than three principal 
officers shall identify no fewer than three principal 
officers.

(2) If no individual other than the treasurer is a 
principal officer, the treasurer shall be identified as 
both the treasurer and the principal officer.

(d) (1) An acknowledgment by any person 
identified as a treasurer or assistant treasurer on the 
statement of organization of the following:

(A) By serving as treasurer or assistant treasurer, 
the person must comply with all applicable duties 
stated in this title and the regulations of the 
Commission.

(B) A violation of these duties could result in 
criminal, civil, or administrative penalties.

(2) A failure to complete the acknowledgment 
pursuant to paragraph (1) is not a violation of this title. 
However, the Secretary of State shall not accept a 
statement of organization unless the acknowledgment 
has been completed.

(3) This subdivision shall not become operative 
until the Secretary of State certifies an online filing 
and disclosure system pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602.

(e) The full name and office sought by a 

candidate, and the title and ballot number, if any, of 
any measure, that the committee supports or opposes 
as its primary activity. A committee that does not 
support or oppose one or more candidates or ballot 
measures as its primary activity shall provide a brief 
description of its political activities, including whether 
it supports or opposes candidates or measures and 
whether such candidates or measures have common 
characteristics, such as a political party preference.

(f) A statement whether the committee is 
independent or controlled and, if it is controlled, the 
name of each candidate or state measure proponent by 
which it is controlled, or the name of any controlled 
committee with which it acts jointly. If a committee is 
controlled by a candidate for partisan or voter-
nominated office, the controlled committee shall 
indicate the political party, if any, for which the 
candidate has disclosed a preference.

(g)  For a committee that is a committee by virtue 
of subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 82013, the name 
and address of the financial institution in which the 
committee has established an account and the account 
number.

(h)  Other information as shall be required by the 
rules or regulations of the Commission consistent with 
the purposes and provisions of this chapter.

§ 84103. Statement of Organization; 
Amendment.

(a)  If there is a change in any of the information 
contained in a statement of organization, an 
amendment shall be filed within 10 days to reflect the 
change. The committee shall file the original of the 
amendment online or electronically with the Secretary 
of State and shall also file a copy of the amendment 
with the local filing officer, if any, with whom the 
committee is required to file the originals of its 
campaign reports pursuant to Section 84215.

(b) In addition to filing an amendment to a 
statement of organization as required by subdivision 
(a), a committee as defined in subdivision (a) of 
Section 82013 shall file an amendment to its statement 
of organization within 24 hours if the change requiring 
the amendment occurs within 16 days before the date 
of the election in connection with which the committee 
is required to file a preelection statement, and if any of 
the following information is changed:
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(1) The name of the committee.
(2) The name of the treasurer or other principal 

officers.
(3) The name of any candidate or committee by 

which the committee is controlled or with which it acts 
jointly.

The amendment shall include the changed 
information, the date of the change, and the 
committee’s name and identification number.

The committee shall file the original of the 
amendment online or electronically with the Secretary 
of State and a copy with the local filing officer, if any, 
with whom the committee is required to file the 
original of its campaign reports, by email, fax, online 
transmission, guaranteed overnight delivery, or 
personal delivery.

(c) (1) If an amendment to a statement of 
organization identifies a new treasurer or assistant 
treasurer that person shall complete the 
acknowledgment required by subdivision (d) of 
Section 84102.

(2) A failure to complete the acknowledgment 
pursuant to paragraph (1) is not a violation of this title. 
However, the Secretary of State shall not accept an 
amendment to a statement of organization that 
identifies a new treasurer or assistant treasurer unless 
the acknowledgment has been completed.

(3) This subdivision shall not become operative 
until the Secretary of State certifies an online filing 
and disclosure system pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602.
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SENATE BILL 686, CHAPTER 321, STATUTES OF 2021.

84109(h)(2) shall become operative on the date the Secretary of State makes the statement 
of members available for filing using the Secretary of State’s online filing and disclosure 

system described in Section 84602.

§ 84109. Limited Liability Company; Member 
Disclosure.

(a) A limited liability company that qualifies as a 
committee pursuant to Section 82013, or qualifies as a 
sponsor of a committee pursuant to Section 82048.7, 
shall file a statement of members with the Secretary of 
State.

(b) The statement of members shall include a list 
of all persons who either:

(1) Have a membership interest in the limited 
liability company equal to or greater than 10 percent 
of the total outstanding membership interests.

(2) Made a cumulative capital contribution of ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000) or more to the limited 
liability company after it qualified as a committee or 
sponsor of a committee, or within the preceding 12 
months before it qualified.

(c) The statement of members shall include all of 
the following:

(1) The name of the limited liability company and 
the contact information for its responsible officer or 
principal officer.

(2) The name of each member required to be 
identified by subdivision (b).

(3) The dollar amount of the cumulative capital 
contributions made by each member identified in the 
statement of members.

(4) The date of each capital contribution made by 
a member identified pursuant to paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (b).

(5) The percentage ownership interest in the 
limited liability company of each member identified in 
the statement of members.

(d) (1) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph 
(B), a statement of members is due within 10 days of 
the limited liability company qualifying as a 
committee or sponsor of a committee.

(B) A statement of members is due within 24 
hours of the limited liability company qualifying as a 
committee or sponsor of a committee if the limited 
liability company qualifies within 30 days of an 
election and the limited liability company has made a 
contribution to, or an independent expenditure 
supporting or opposing, a candidate or ballot measure 
on the ballot in that election, or made a contribution to 
a committee that made a contribution to, or an 
independent expenditure supporting or opposing, a 
candidate or ballot measure on the ballot in that 
election.

(2) (A) A limited liability company required to 
file a statement of members under subdivision (a) shall 
file an amended statement if it receives a capital 
contribution of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or more 
after qualifying as a committee or sponsor of a 
committee.

(B) (i) Except as provided in clause (ii), a limited 
liability company required to file an amended 
statement of members shall file the amended statement 
within 10 days of receiving the additional capital 
contribution.

(ii) A limited liability company required to file an 
amended statement of members shall file the amended 
statement within 24 hours of receiving the additional 
capital contribution if the limited liability company 
receives the contribution within 90 days of an election 
and the limited liability company has made a 
contribution to, or independent expenditure supporting 
or opposing, a candidate or ballot measure on the 
ballot in that election.

(C) A capital contribution or other payment made 
to a limited liability company that qualified as a 
committee or sponsor of a committee that is 
earmarked, in whole or in part, for political purposes 
shall be deemed a contribution to the committee.

(e) If a member listed on a statement of members 
is a limited liability company, the statement shall list 
all members of that limited liability company who 
would be listed on a statement of members pursuant to 
subdivision (b) if the member limited liability 
company qualified as a committee or sponsor of a 
committee.

(f) Contributions from a member of a limited 
liability company identified in a statement of members 
shall be aggregated with contributions from the limited 
liability company pursuant to Section 82015.5.

(g) (1) A statement of members shall be filed by 
email with the Secretary of State and shall be signed 
by using a secure electronic signature. The Secretary 
of State shall post all statements received pursuant to 
this subdivision on its internet website within five 
business days, or if the Secretary of State receives the 
statement during the 16 days before the election, 
within 48 hours.

(2) This subdivision shall become inoperative on 
the date the Secretary of State makes the statement of 
members available for filing using the Secretary of 
State’s online filing and disclosure system described 
in Section 84602.
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(h) (1) No later than one year after the Secretary 
of State certifies the online filing and disclosure 
system pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of 
Section 84602, the Secretary of State shall make the 
statement of members available for filing using that 
online filing and disclosure system.

(2) (A) A statement of members shall be filed 
online or electronically with the Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of State shall make a statement of 
members filed pursuant to this subdivision available to 
the public in the online filing and disclosure system 
described in Section 84602.

(B) This paragraph shall become operative on the 
date the Secretary of State makes the statement of 
members available for filing using the Secretary of 

State’s online filing and disclosure system described 
in Section 84602.

(i) For purposes of this section, the following 
terms have the following meanings:

(1) “Capital contribution” means money, or the 
fair market value of any other property, contributed to 
a limited liability company in exchange for a 
membership interest in the limited liability company.

(2) “Limited liability company” means an entity 
defined in subdivision (j) or (k) of Section 17701.02 
of the Corporations Code.

(3) “Member” has the same meaning as defined in 
subdivision (p) of Section 17701.02 of the 
Corporations Code.



26

ASSEMBLY BILL 2528, CHAPTER 500, STATUTES OF 2022.

Subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 84226 become operative on the January 1st after the 
Secretary of State makes a specified certification.

§ 84226.  Electronic Filing for Elected Local 
Government Officers and Candidates for Elective 
Local Government Office.

(a) This section applies to any elected local 
government officer or candidate for elective local 
government office who meets both of the following 
criteria:

(1) The officer or candidate is required to file a 
statement, report, or other document required by this 
chapter, with their local filing officer or otherwise, but 
whose filing requirements do not include filing with 
the Secretary of State.

(2) The officer or candidate has received 
campaign contributions to support their candidacy for 
office in an upcoming election that equal or exceed 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000).

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other law, and subject 
to paragraph (2) of this subdivision and subdivisions 
(c) and (d), an elected local government officer or 
candidate for elective local government office 
specified in subdivision (a) shall, in addition to filing 
with any other person required by this title, file a copy 
of a statement, report, or other document specified in 
Section 84200, 84200.5, 84203, or 84204 online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State through the 
online filing and disclosure system specified in 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602.

(2) An elected local government officer or 

candidate for elective local government office 
specified in subdivision (a) is required to file a copy of 
a statement, report, or other document online or 
electronically with the Secretary of State pursuant to 
paragraph (1) only if the persons specified in 
subdivisions (a) and (e) of Section 84215 are also 
required to file that same category of statement, report, 
or other document online or electronically with the 
Secretary of State.

(c) By the first January 1st after the date the 
Secretary of State certifies an online filing and 
disclosure system pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b) of Section 84602, the Secretary of 
State shall submit a report to the Legislature in 
compliance with Section 9795 that specifies the 
changes to that system, if any, that are required to 
accommodate filings by local officers and candidates 
pursuant to this section. The report shall include a date 
by which the Secretary of State expects to certify that 
those changes have been made. In preparing this 
report, the Secretary of State shall consult with the Fair 
Political Practices Commission and the Department of 
Technology.

(d) Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall become 
operative on the first January 1st after the date the 
Secretary of State certifies that the changes specified 
in the report described in subdivision (c) have been 
made.
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SENATE BILL 459, CHAPTER 873, STATUTES OF 2022.

Sections 1 to 5, inclusive, of SB 459 shall not become operative until one year after the date 
the Secretary of State certifies an online filing and disclosure system pursuant to 

paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 84602 of the Government Code or January 1, 
2023, whichever is later.

§ 86114.  Periodic Reports; Lobbying Firms; 
Contents.

(a) Lobbying firms shall file periodic reports 
containing all of the following:

(1) The full name, business address, email 
address, and telephone number of the lobbying firm.

(2) (A) The full name, business address, and 
telephone number of each person who contracted with 
the lobbying firm for lobbying services, and the total 
payments, including fees and the reimbursement of 
expenses, received from the person for lobbying 
services during the reporting period.

(B) (i) For each lobbyist employer represented by 
the lobbying firm, the report shall indicate each 
legislative or administrative action, with regard to 
which a partner, owner, officer, or employee of the 
lobbying firm engaged in direct communication with 
an elective state official, agency official, or legislative 
official on behalf of the lobbyist employer by that 
lobbying firm for the purpose of influencing 
legislative or administrative action during the 
reporting period, either by reference to its legislative 
or administrative identification number or, if none 
exists, by the official title, popular name, or 
description of the action.

(ii) The report shall not include legislative or 
administrative actions which the lobbying firm is only 
watching, monitoring, or which the lobbying firm has 
not attempted to influence during the reporting period.

(iii) The requirements of this subparagraph do not 
apply to a placement agent, as defined in Section 
82047.3.

(3) The total amount of payments received for 
lobbying services during the period.

(4) A periodic report completed and verified by 
each lobbyist in the lobbying firm pursuant to Section 
86113.

(5) Each activity expense incurred by the 
lobbying firm including those reimbursed by a person 
who contracts with the lobbying firm for lobbying 
services. A total of all activity expenses of the 
lobbying firm and all of its lobbyists shall be included.

(6) If the lobbying firm subcontracts with another 
lobbying firm for lobbying services:

(A) The full name, address, email address, and 
telephone number of the subcontractor.

(B) The name of the person for whom the 
subcontractor was retained to lobby.

(C) The total amount of all payments made to the 
subcontractor.

(7) The date, amount, and the name of the 
recipient of any contribution of one hundred dollars 
($100) or more made by the filer to an elected state 
officer, a state candidate, a committee controlled by an 
elected state officer or state candidate, or a committee 
primarily formed to support or oppose those officers 
or candidates. If this contribution is reported by the 
lobbying firm or by a committee sponsored by the 
lobbying firm in a campaign statement filed pursuant 
to Chapter 4 which is required to be filed with the 
Secretary of State, the filer may report only the name 
of the committee and the identification number of the 
committee.

(8) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.

(b) In addition to the information required by 
subdivision (a), lobbying firms which qualify pursuant 
to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 82038.5 
shall also report the name and title of each partner, 
owner, officer, and employee of the lobbying firm 
who, on at least five separate occasions during the 
reporting period, engaged in direct communication 
with any elective state official, legislative official, or 
agency official, for the purpose of influencing 
legislative or administrative action on behalf of a 
person who contracts with the lobbying firm for 
lobbying services. This does not include individuals 
whose actions were purely clerical.

§ 86116. Periodic Reports; Employers and 
Others; Contents.

Every person described in Section 86115 shall file 
periodic reports containing the following information:

(a) The name, business address, email address, 
and telephone number of the lobbyist employer or 
other person filing the report.

(b) The total amount of payments to each 
lobbying firm.

(c) The total amount of all payments to lobbyists 
employed by the filer.

(d) The information required by subparagraph (B) 
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of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 86114. 
A person described in Section 86115 may, in a manner 
authorized by the commission, refer to and incorporate 
by reference the information contained in a report filed 
by the person’s lobbying firm pursuant to Section 
86114 to meet the requirement of this subdivision.

(e) A periodic report completed and verified by 
each lobbyist employed by a lobbyist employer 
pursuant to Section 86113.

(f) Each activity expense of the filer. A total of all 
activity expenses of the filer shall be included.

(g) The date, amount, and the name of the 
recipient of any contribution of one hundred dollars 
($100) or more made by the filer to an elected state 
officer, a state candidate, or a committee controlled by 
an elected state officer or state candidate, or a 
committee primarily formed to support or oppose the 
officer or candidate. If this contribution is reported by 
the filer or by a committee sponsored by the filer in a 
campaign statement filed pursuant to Chapter 4 which 
is required to be filed with the Secretary of State, the 
filer may report only the name of the committee, and 
the identification number of the committee.

(h) (1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), the 
total of all other payments to influence legislative or 
administrative action including overhead expenses and 
all payments to employees who spend more than 10 
percent of their compensated time in any one month in 
activities related to influencing legislative or 
administrative action. Any payment to influence 
legislative or administrative action totaling two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) or more to a 
payee during a reporting period that was made in 
connection with an issue lobbying advertisement must 
include the identification number or, if none exists, the 
official title, popular name, or description of any 
legislative or administrative action clearly referred to 
in the issue lobbying advertisement as well as one of 
the following descriptions of the position of the filer 
who paid for the advertisement: “support,” “oppose,” 
“support if amended,” “oppose unless amended,” 
“neutral,” “neutral seeking amendment,” “neutral 
expressing concerns,” “no position,” or similar 
description.

(2) A filer that makes payments to influence a 
ratemaking or quasi-legislative proceeding before the 
Public Utilities Commission, as defined in subdivision 
(b) or (c), respectively, of Section 82002, may, in lieu 
of reporting those payments pursuant to paragraph (1), 
report only the portion of those payments made to or 
for the filer’s attorneys for time spent appearing as 
counsel and preparing to appear as counsel, or to or for 
the filer’s witnesses for time spent testifying and 
preparing to testify, in this type of Public Utilities 
Commission proceeding. This alternative reporting of 
these payments made during a calendar month is not 

required to include payments made to an attorney or 
witness who is an employee of the filer if 10 percent 
or less of the attorney’s or witness’s compensated time 
in that month was spent appearing, testifying, or 
preparing to appear or testify before the Public 
Utilities Commission in a ratemaking or quasi-
legislative proceeding. For the purposes of this 
paragraph, time spent preparing to appear or preparing 
to testify does not include time spent preparing written 
testimony.

(i) Any other information required by the 
commission consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this chapter.

§ 86117. Periodic Reports; Filing; Time.
(a) Reports required by Sections 86114 and 86116 

shall be filed during the month following each 
calendar quarter. The period covered shall be from the 
first day of January of each new biennial legislative 
session through the last day of the calendar quarter 
prior to the month during which the report is filed, 
except as specified in subdivision (b), and except that 
the period covered shall not include any information 
reported in previous reports filed by the same person. 
When total amounts are required to be reported, totals 
shall be stated both for the period covered by the 
statement and for the entire legislative session to date.
(b) The period covered by the first report a person is 
required to file pursuant to Sections 86114 and 86116 
shall begin with the first day of the calendar quarter in 
which the filer first registered or qualified. On the first 
report a person is required to file, the total amount 
shall be stated for the entire calendar quarter covered 
by the first report.
(c) (1) During the period beginning 60 days before the 
date the Legislature is scheduled to adjourn for the 
interim recess or final recess, a person described in 
Section 86115 shall file a report within 48 hours of 
paying or incurring an enforceable promise to pay five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) or more to a lobbying firm 
to influence legislative action if the person described 
in Section 86115 did not employ the lobbying firm on 
the day immediately preceding the 60-day period. A 
report filed pursuant to this subdivision shall be made 
publicly available directly by the filer through the 
online filing system described in subdivision (b) of 
Section 84602 or, if the online filing system will not 
accommodate direct filing, the report shall be made 
publicly available by the Secretary of State through 
electronic means within 24 hours of the time the 
Secretary of State receives the filing.
(2) The report filed pursuant to this subdivision shall 
include the following:
(A) The name, business address, and telephone 
number of the lobbying firm or firms the filer has paid, 
or incurred an enforceable promise to pay, five
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thousand dollars ($5,000) or more for the purposes of 
influencing legislative action for any lobbying firm 
that was not employed by the filer on the day 
immediately preceding the 60th day before the date the 
Legislature is scheduled to adjourn for interim recess 
or final recess.
(B) The identification number or, if none exists, the 
official title, popular name, or description of all 
legislative actions for which the filer has authorized 
the lobbying firm to engage in direct communications 
with legislative officials for the purpose of influencing 
legislative action, and the dollar amount of payments 
or enforceable promises to make payments made or 
incurred by the filer to the lobbying firm as described 
in subparagraph (A) during the 60-day period.

§ 86118. Periodic Reports; Where to File.
(a)  Reports required by Sections 86114 and 

86116 shall be filed online or electronically with the 
Secretary of State.

(b) Any form, registration, or report requiring 
paper filing pursuant to this chapter may be verified by 
the filer with an electronic signature.

§ 86119. Issue Lobbying Advertisements
(a) (1) “Issue lobbying advertisement” means 

any advertisement as defined in paragraph (2) made 
for purposes of influencing a clearly identified 
legislative or administrative action, including an 
advertisement soliciting or urging a person to 
communicate directly with an elective state official, 
agency official, or legislative official for the primary 
purpose of attempting to influence a clearly identified 
state legislative or administrative action. An issue 
lobbying advertisement does not include a 
communication described in Section 85310, an 
advertisement expressly advocating the election or 
defeat of a candidate or ballot measure, an 
advertisement that qualifies as a contribution or 
independent expenditure, or any communication made 
by a political party or candidate-controlled committee.

(2) For purposes of this section, “advertisement” 
means any general or public communication and does 
not include communications exempted from the 
definition of advertisement in paragraph (2) of 
subdivision (a) of Section 84501.

(3) A legislative or administrative action is clearly 
identified if the communication states a legislative or 
administrative identification number, official title, or 
popular name associated with the action or if the 
communication refers to the subject matter of the 
action and states that the measure is before an elective 
state official, agency official, or legislative official for 
a vote or decision.

(b) (1) An issue lobbying advertisement shall 

clearly and conspicuously identify the person that 
authorized and paid for the advertisement by either of 
the following:

(A) Including the words “Paid for by” or “Ad paid 
for by” followed by the legal name of the person who 
authorized and paid for the advertisement in a manner 
that is easily readable by the average viewer. For video 
advertisements disseminated on television or via the 
internet, the words “Paid for by” or “Ad paid for by” 
shall be followed by the legal name of the person who 
authorized and paid for the advertisement and shall be 
displayed for at least 5 seconds of an advertisement 
that is 30 seconds or less or at least 10 seconds of an 
advertisement that is more than 30 seconds.

(B) Satisfying the requirements of Sections 84504 
to 84504.7, inclusive, for the applicable medium of 
distributing the advertisement.

(2) The requirements of Section 84503 shall not 
apply to issue lobbying advertisements.

(c) (1) A person that pays or makes enforceable 
promises to pay five thousand dollars ($5,000) or more 
during a calendar quarter for issue lobbying 
advertisements shall file a report with the Secretary of 
State within 72 hours. The report shall be filed with 
the Secretary of State by online or electronic 
transmission using the online filing system described 
in subdivision (b) of Section 84602 each time a person 
pays or makes an enforceable promise to pay five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) or more during the calendar 
quarter.

(2) The report required by this subdivision shall 
include the following information:

(A) The total payments made and enforceable 
promises to pay incurred in connection with each issue 
lobbying advertisement required to be disclosed by 
this subdivision. The cost of an issue lobbying 
advertisement shall include actual costs attributable to 
the advertisement but shall not include the payment of 
compensation for staff time or travel expenses paid by 
an organization to members or staff.

(B) The date that each issue lobbying 
advertisement was or will be first publicly 
disseminated.

(C) The identification number of the legislative or 
administrative action that was the subject of the issue 
lobbying advertisement or, if there is no identification 
number, the official title, popular name, or description 
of the action.

(D) For each legislative or administrative action 
for which there were issue lobbying advertisements, 
the position on the legislative or administrative action 
urged on the lobbying issue advertisement, which may 
include “support,” “oppose,” “support if amended,” 
“oppose unless amended,” “neutral,” “neutral seeking 
amendment,” “neutral expressing concerns,” “no 
position,” or a similar description.
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(E) The method of distributing the issue lobbying 
advertisement, including direct mail, text messages, 
television advertisements, radio advertisements, social 
media advertisements, search engine advertisements, 
or other types of online advertisements.

(F) The name of any Member of the Legislature 
or candidate for Member of the Legislature that is 
clearly identified in the issue lobbying advertisement.

(3) Payments for issue lobbying advertisements 

shall be disclosed on reports filed pursuant to Section 
86115 notwithstanding any disclosure pursuant to this 
subdivision.

(d) This section is not intended and shall not be 
construed to expand the meaning of “lobbyist” as 
defined in Section 82039 or “lobbyist employer” as 
defined in Section 82039.5.

(e) This section does not apply to a placement 
agent, as defined in Section 82047.3.
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SENATE BILL 746, CHAPTER 876, STATUTES OF 2022.

This section shall become operative on January 1, 2024.

§ 84512.  Business Entity Reports.

(a) (1) A business entity shall submit a report to 
the Secretary of State following any calendar year in 
which the business entity does either of the following:

(A) Uses its products or services to alter the online 
search results its products or services generate in order 
to emphasize or deemphasize materials containing 
express advocacy, as that term is defined in paragraph 
(2) of subdivision (c) of Section 82025.

(B) Uses its products or services to target online 
advertisements to individuals or groups, or generally 
to users or members of the public, without full and 
adequate consideration and for political purposes, as 
that term is described in paragraph (1) of subdivision 
(b) of Section 82025.

(2) The report shall contain information 
including, but not limited to, all of the following:

(A) The name of each candidate or measure with 
regard to which the search results were altered as 
described in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) or that 
was the subject of an advertisement targeted as 
described in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1).

(B) For each candidate or measure, whether the 
search results or advertisements were to support or 
oppose the nomination or election of the candidate or 
the qualification or passage of the measure.

(C) The full name, title, and business street 
address and telephone number of each person with 
final decision making authority as to which candidates 
or measures will be supported or opposed by the 
business entity’s search results or advertisements.

(D) The date or range of dates in which the 
activity described in subparagraph (A) or (B) of 
paragraph (1) occurred.

(3) A report shall be filed by January 31 for 
activity occurring during the previous calendar year.

(4) The report shall be filed on paper or by email 
with the Secretary of State and shall be made publicly 
available in a conspicuous location on the Secretary of 
State’s website.

(5) The report required by this section may be 
included in an online filing and disclosure system 
developed in accordance with subdivision (b) of 
Section 84602 if the Secretary of State, pursuant to 
paragraph (7) of that subdivision, certifies that the 
system is able to incorporate filing of the report.

(b) A business entity subject to this section shall 
maintain detailed accounts and records necessary to 
prepare the report required pursuant to subdivision (a), 
and shall retain those detailed accounts and records for 

a period of four years following the date that the report 
is filed.

(c) This section does not apply to either of the 
following activities:

(1) A business entity’s use of its products or 
services exclusively to carry out its commercial 
activities, including, but not limited to, delivering 
user-generated content or a paid advertisement on 
behalf of another person.

(2) Communications that are internal to a business 
entity or entities.

(d) This section is not intended to expand or limit 
the definition of contribution or expenditure under this 
title.

(e) This section shall become operative on 
January 1, 2024.
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